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Education plays a pivotal role in nurturing individual abilities and transforming dreams into
reality. Unfortunately, in Japan, the emphasis on motivated learning has often been overlooked.
This oversight has contributed to what is known as "The Lost 30 Years of the Japanese
Economy," a period marked by a lack of direction and stagnation in both education and
employment.

Over the past three decades, Japan has introduced initiatives like the AO examination and
endorsement-based examinations for selected candidates to enrich daily learning experiences.
These initiatives have increasingly become associated with academia. However, the prevalence
of preparatory cram schools across Japan has surged. Parents are compelled to send their
children to these schools, not out of choice, but as a social necessity driven by the need to secure
funds for tuition fees. Ideally, the home should serve as a foundation for nurturing children's
creativity and motivation, but parents often find themselves away at work for extended periods.

Education has now become a tool to perpetuate and exacerbate income inequality, with an undue
focus on entrance examinations dictating trends and countermeasures. To combat this
shortsighted approach of using one's educational background solely for financial gain, the
primary solution lies in reforming the entrance examination system. This would create a fairer
and more effective educational system.
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Japan is not the only nation grappling with these challenges. In the United States, the
standardized SAT test, once a mandatory requirement for university applications, has become
optional as of last year. In China, cram schools were banned, leading many of them to close their
doors after July 2021.

If knowledge acquisition alone were the measure of superiority, children would be confined to
their desks, passively absorbing information for extended periods. Recognizing this as an issue,
we should encourage learners to investigate and systematize knowledge in their own unique
ways. Furthermore, the ability to communicate thoughts clearly and logically is essential.
However, at every stage of the learning reform process, learners must maintain a strong desire to
"learn.”

Reforming entrance exams and reevaluating post-admission assessment methods are crucial in an
era characterized by global diversity. Key aspects of these reforms should include adopting
affirmative encouragement over punitive evaluation and fostering the development of Japan's
international strengths.

Equally important is ensuring that students take proactive steps in their learning journey.
Initiatives like "The Comprehensive Selection System,” which has recently been renamed from
the AO examination, and "The Endorsement-Based Examination for Selected Candidates™ should
not lose sight of this critical aspect. Neglecting these considerations may hinder Japan's
economic recovery from the stagnation experienced during the "lost years."
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